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A FEW WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR 

 Itôs hard to believe that another season of Lent is here already.  Each year, Lent 

begins on Ash Wednesday and concludes right before the celebration of the Mass of 

the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday evening.  As you can see from being in church, 

the  predominant color during this liturgical season is purpleða reminder to all of us 

that we are in a season of penanceðasking the Lord to forgive our sins and to give us 

the courage and the strength to be faithful to the Gospel. 

 But exactly how did the Season of Lent develop?  You see,  by the end of the 

2nd century, two great festivals were being celebrated in the Church: Pascha and     

Pentecost.  The Pascha today refers to the Triduum (which begins Holy Thursday 

evening and concludes on  Easter).  Pentecost was a 50-day celebration which          

followed Pascha.  This 50-day celebration remembered Christôs  passion, death and 

resurrection.  Lent was a later development.  Initially, the Christian community         

prepared for the 50-day festival with fasting and penance.  It was  also a time where 

catechumens (persons preparing to enter the faith) began a more intense  preparation in 

order to be baptized and welcomed into the faith at the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.  

At the beginning, fasting for Christians only lasted about 1-2 days, and later was       

extended to one weekðand they would begin their fasting by reading the Passion     

Account of Jesus.  By the 4th century, the period of fasting was extended to 3 weeks, 

and later to 40 days. 

 The title LENT comes from the Anglo-Saxon word meaning ñspring.ò  It was 

often associated with the seasonal change from winter to spring.  The old  Latin  Missal 

(Missale Romanum) calls this period ñTempus Quadragesimae,ò which means  ñ40  

day period of time.ò Our Church defines Lent as ña  preparation for the celebration of 

Easter, a time of renewal when members of the community recall their baptism, and a 

time of reconciliation with each other  before the feast of  Easter.ò    

 The central theme of the liturgical season of Lent is CONVERSION:   a radical 

redirection of oneôs whole life according to the  Gospel of Jesus.  Thus the season of 

Lent affords us the opportunity for  communal  conversion and reflection on the        

demands of the Gospelðand this can only be achieved in the spirit of a  prayerful 

heart. 

 Let  us allow ourselves the opportunity to enter into this season of Lent with 

both feet on the ground and with a genuine desire to achieve that  radical  redirection of 

our lives based on the Gospel.  Itôs not going to be easy (I know!) ,  but letôs give it a 

try.  Good Luck! 

  Until next week, God Bless. 

       Father Frank 

February 18, 2018 



Brownbaggers Homeless Outreach  

 The Brownbaggers project serves the poor in         

the NYC parks during the winter months.  Since 

2009 we have delivered thousands of lunches.     

Meeting monthly in the Parish Hall at 12:30 pm, we  

assemble 100 brown bag lunches with food and 

clothing items donated by our volunteers. We then 

travel via  subway to multiple Manhattan parks to 

distribute our lunches to those most in need,         

returning to Brooklyn by 3:30 p.m.  John Olash is 

the current director of our Brownbaggers Homeless 

Outreach program.  

Volunteers can reach John 

at: johnolash@hotmail.com 

Next event: Sunday,  March 4, 2018 

Children under the age of 18 must to be  
 accompanied by an adult.  Please wear comfortable 

shoes and have your metro card charged. 
Twenty five volunteers are needed for this event. 

RSVP to: johnolash@hotmail.com 

Please consider donating warm socks, hats or gloves 

into the Brownbaggers Donation Box which will be 

located in the vestibule of the church after every 

Mass.  Any donations received will be  distributed at 

that monthôs Brownbagger event. Also, financial  

donations used to  purchase food items can be made 

in the Parish Rectory.  Thank you for your support. 

March Meeting of the St. Saviour Book Group 
The St. Saviour book group will meet on    

Wednesday, March 7, from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM 

to discuss The Secret Chord: A Novel by          

Geraldine Brooks.  We will gather in the meeting 

room at the rear of the parish hall.  All are       

welcome.  For additional information and      

reading list for 2018, contact Betsy 

at ektbetsy@gmail.com     . 

Congratulations to the following students received 
First Semester Honor Roll at Saint Saviour High 
School: 

FIRST HONORS 
Sinead Fitzgibbon 

 
SECOND HONORS 
Claudia Kilkenny 

 

   

 

     The Rectory Office will be closed on Monday, 

February 19th for Presidents Day.  We will re-open 

at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday,  February  20th. 

LENTEN SOUP LUNCHEON ON  

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 

    All the members of our parish family are invited 

to join us on Sunday, February 25th, for a Lenten 

Soup Luncheon in the Parish Hall immediately    

following our 11:30 a.m. celebration of Eucharist.  

Admission is FREE, but a free-will offering will be 

taken up to assist in the work of our parish Saint 

Vincent de Paul Society. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

            We received word recently that Bishop 

Alphonso Cabezas, CM, will be coming to Saint 

Saviour Parish to administer the Sacrament of 

Confirmation to our young people on Friday, 

April 20th, during a special 4:00 p.m. celebration 

of Eucharist.  All  members of our parish family 

are welcome and invited to attend!! 

There's something about it that makes sense, Lent. You give something up,  
and everything's more joyful.  

           -  Elaine Stritch 
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